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_ State of Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent

h—

GENERAL NOTIFICATION - DISTRICT IDENTIFIED FOR IMPROVEMENT (Level 2)

September 27, 2007

William Andrekopoulos
District Administrator
Milwaukee Public Schools
P.O. Box 2181

Milwaukee, WI 53201-2181

Dear Mr. Andrekopoulos:

The Department of Public Instruction (WIDPI) is required by state and federal law to annually
identify districts that did not make adequate yearly progress (AYP) towards meeting the state’s
academic performance standards. Your district has been identified as a District Ildentified for
Improvement (DIFI) Level 2 based on testing in the 2006-07 school year. As a district, MPS has
failed to make adequate yearly progress for three consecutive years on the same objectives (i.e.,
reading and mathematics) at elementary, middle, and high school grade spans. The enclosed
chart (attachment A), Sanctions for Districts Not Making Adequate Yearly Progress, explains
both district and state responsibilities for districts identified for improvement. Also enclosed is a
document with specific requirements MPS must address given your DIFI Level 2 Status
(attachment B). This is the document we reviewed with you and members of your staff on
August 29, 2007.

As you are aware, the law requires prompt notification of the parents of each student enrolled in
the school district that the district has been identified for improvement. This notification must be
in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. It must
include the reason(s) for the identification and information on how parents can participate in
upgrading the quality of their local education agency. Districts may use existing communication
vehicles such as newsletters, letters, or other communication forms to parents. We have received
a copy of the notification you sent to your parents dated August 1, 2007.

Moreover, if MPS misses AYP again in 2007-08, the district moves to a DIFI Level 3 status.
While the WIDPI may take corrective action at any time with respect to a district identified for
Improvement, once a district reaches DIFI Level 3 status, the WIDPI is required to impose
corrective action as described in attachment A. Hence, as a result of your DIFI status, the
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WIDPT is directing MPS to implement “high leverage strategies™ as a requirement of receiving
Title I Supplemental Grant funds. These high leverage strategies, including the expectation for
the development of a new district accountability model, will be outlined in a separate letter.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ann Yehle at 608-267-9146 or
ann.yehle @dpi.state.wi.us.

Sincerely,

Margaret Planner, Ph.D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division for Reading and Student Achievement

MP:sal
enclosures
c: Deb Lindsey, Director, Office of Research and Assessment

Arleen Dansby-White, Director, Office of Instructional Leadership and Support
Phyllis Anderson, Acting Title I Coordinator
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Requirements for Milwaukee Public Schools
District in Need of Improvement: Year 2
As QOutlined By
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
August 29, 2007

District/School Improvement
MPS shall meet with state superintendent and her designees (dates to be determined) to outline requirements
regarding program aspects of Title I district and school improvement strategies and use of supplemental federal

school improvement funds.

By November 1, 2007, Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) shall submit to the state superintendent its District in Need
of Improvement Plan that incorporates the “MPS District and School Improvement Accountability Model Under
NCLB.”

By November 1, 2007, MPS shall hire MPS Director of District and School Improvement with the school
improvement supervisors to be hired by December 31, 2007.

By December 1, 2007, MPS shall submit its 2007-2008 ESEA Consolidated Application Plan to the state
superintendent and adhere to other state timelines for reporting.

Teacher Quality
MPS shall provide a qualified mentor and a system of support for each initial educator:
*  Identify each initial educator and provide names to the state superintendent by October 1, 2007;

*  Identify a qualified mentor for each initial educator, develop and begin implementation of a system of
support for initial educators, and provide evidence of such to the state superintendent by October 19, 2007,

e Provide quarterly reports on the implementation of the initial educator system of support to the state
superintendent by January 31, 2008; April 30, 2008; and July 31, 2008; and,

e Develop and implement a data-base system to identify annually initial educators and provide evidence to
the state superintendent by February 29, 2008.

MPS staff, as designated by the district administrator shall attend a DPI-convened Title I Quality Educator
Recruitment and Retention Grant meeting to be held in September, 2007.

MPS shall submit to the state superintendent by December 31, 2007 the individualized support plan to move each
teacher identified as not highly qualified under NCLB to highly qualified.

School Finance

MPS shall identify one primary finance contact and provide name to the state superintendent by October 1, 2007.
MPS finance staff shall attend a DPI-convened federal and state finance workshop to be held in November, 2007.
MPS finance staff shall meet at least three tjm;s annually with DPI finance staff to review MPS finances.

Should MPS be unable to meet statutory or other deadlines identified by DPI, it will result in DPI withholding
and/or reducing federal funds to Milwaukee.



